
Please Join Us In Our Work of Student Formation 
 
 Every day we work with dozens of students preparing themselves for direct 
service to the wounded or the broken.  These students soon join the hundreds of alumni 
doing Francis’ work in communities across the globe.   

 Friar Sam Nasada (MDiv, 2017) helped start the new Ite Nuntiate community in 
an Arizona border town serving others around the issue of immigration.  He 
ministers to people in a makeshift migrant shelter, assists with humanitarian 
“water-drops” to prevent unnecessary migrant deaths by dehydration in the desert, 
will be assisting as a chaplain at Douglas prison, holds prayer ceremonies for 
migrants found dead in the desert. 

 Patrick Rawson (MDiv 1980) after many years teaching and serving as a hospice 
social worker, founded St. Francis House, an after school center for migrant 
children and their families in Oregon. 

 

Student formation just doesn’t happen.  As educators we know that a retreat or a 
week-long immersion experience with the homeless in San Diego needs inspired 
planning, strong management, and mature guided reflection during and after in order to 
touch hearts in a deeply impactful way.   
 
 And because our Franciscan approach emphasizes head and heart, we invest 
significantly in Student Formation.  Much of this is time and salary for faculty and staff.  
And like many programs there are expenses for travel, lodging, food and other necessary 
“hard costs.”  In fact, we will dedicate nearly $50,000 this year to building community 
and forming hearts of service with our students. 
 
 Your prayers and your consideration of a gift for Student Formation can 
involve you in a direct way in the development of our students. 
 

Please consider if Student Formation is the right opportunity for you, and if 
now is the right time for a special gift to our students, and ultimately those they will 
serve.  
 
 Your gift by April 15 will be important to our spring and summer Student 
Formation programs. 
 
 Thank you for caring about the students at the Franciscan School of Theology.   
 
       Fraternally in Christ and St. Francis, 

                 
       (Rev.) Michael J. Higgins, TOR 
       President 


