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September 1, 2020 
 
Dear FST Family, 
 
Peace.  There is an old Latin maxim: Salus populi suprema lex esto (Let the health of the people be the 
supreme law). As Franciscans, we embrace a culture of life and wish to perpetuate life. Gospel (Matt 
13:1-9) explained that we do not live in a perfect world: the ground can be rocky, the time for fruit 
can be overdue, the harvest can be meager.  There will be trials and setbacks, but that only proves 
that God has not finished God’s work. Let us continue to support each other as we try to do our 
best to help our community grow in the knowledge of the Gospel by remembering the abundant 
blessings of our past and the abundance that we are promised in the future. 
 
With the safety of our students, faculty, staff members and their families of paramount concern, we 
have begun the semester at FST according to prescribed distance learning protocols and procedures. 
All Fall Semester courses are being offered exclusively online. We are confident that we will be able 
to deliver the same high level of educational content in online courses as we have always 
experienced in the classroom. Further, our outstanding FST faculty and support staff members are 
working hard to ensure continued accessibility in support of our students throughout these 
historically unprecedented and challenging times. 
 
At the same time, FST is known for addressing both head and heart, so we are creating communal 
experiences and possibilities of interaction. We have had some experience with town hall meetings, 
panel recruitment gatherings, evening lectures and prayer services. This dimension of our mission is 
central to the Franciscan way. Our Vice President of Student Services and Spiritual Formation, Sr. 
Kathleen Flood, OSF continues efforts to create a community that enables us to pray, converse, and 
interact in the safest way possible. 
 
Our decisions are made from an abundance of caution. We want to ensure that our students and 
faculty may focus on their courses and academic progress, rather than on concerns about their 
health and the classroom environment. Guaranteeing that everyone can study and learn without 
heightened anxiety about possibly contracting COVID-19 on campus is consistent with our 
Franciscan tradition of care for one another and for all of God's creation. 
 
We will keep our greater FST community apprised as our plans evolve. In the meantime, we hope 
everyone is well and continues to be healthy during these difficult times. I want to thank all of you 
for your flexibility and particularly for your concern for each other.  May God bless you.   
 
Thank you very much.  Peace, 
 
Garrett Galvin, OFM, President    
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