
Alumni Profile - Peter Diaz 
Talking providence, spirituality, and service with tomorrow’s leaders 
 
The dot-com crash in the early 2000s had ripple effects for many. 
 
For Peter Diaz, it left him with a seismic choice: stay at a job he had disliked since day 
one or take a chance and go down a path he never would have predicted for his 
future. He chose the latter. Now, 19 years later, the time has flown by because Peter 
loves what he does. 
 
A 2001 graduate, Peter is the Service Learning & Immersion Coordinator at Mercy 
High School in Burlingame, California. He’s also a religion teacher — it’s the role he 
was hired for, and has held for nearly 20 years, at the all-girls Catholic college 
preparatory school. 
 
“We are dedicated to educating women of all backgrounds,” Peter said on a recent 
call. “Our students are still facing a gender gap and pay gap, a systemic inequality in 
the workplace, and we’re working to close that.” 
 
His journey to Burlingame is filled with providence, patience and hard work. In the 
late ’90s Peter was in seminary at St. Patrick's Seminary & University in Menlo Park, 
California. When he decided to change his life’s course, he sought to finish his 
master’s degree in theology. At the time, the seminary would not allow it. 
 
Fortunately, Peter found FST, where he was able to pick up his studies right where he 
had left off. 
 
“I am so grateful to FST for taking me in and allowing me to finish my master’s in 
theology,” Peter said. “Even though I was only a part-time student the faculty and 
student body always made me feel welcome.” 
 
In the two and a half years Peter attended FST (then a member school of the 
Graduate Theological Union, an ecumenical consortium of nine theology schools in 
Berkeley), he was a full-time, wire-house broker at the investment bank Salomon 
Smith Barney throughout his studies and attended class at night. 
 
When graduation came, so did layoffs at his firm. While Peter’s job was safe, his tight-
knit circle put out their feelers. Through a friend, he learned of a teaching job at 
Mercy Burlingame. He was offered the job. 
 



“It was providence,” Peter recalled. “I hated working in the stockbroker business. I 
did not like it from the first day on,” he said. “I actually failed my licensing test three 
times, and I believe that was providence. If God wasn’t trying to tell me something, 
then I don’t know who was.” 
 
Peter’s manager urged him not to leave, but he took a leap of faith. Two years later, 
Salomon Smith Barney ceased operations. Two decades later, Peter is still loving the 
job he never thought he’d have. 
 
Today, Peter teaches religion to all four grades and is responsible for making sure the 
student body fulfills the service component of their education. Serving as Mercy’s 
Service Learning & Immersion Coordinator for the last seven years, Peter has helped 
instill a sense of community and purpose in every student. 
 
Mercy students are part of a more than 85-year-old tradition of inspiring young 
women to achieve great things. Here, young women are known, challenged, and 
transformed. 
 
Cultivating a call to service, pursuit of purpose and understanding of value along with 
Peter and over 80 faculty and staff members, are two other FST graduates, Angie 
Simonetti and Sandy Flaherty. 
 
Peter unites Mercy students with their community. By building connections, Peter has 
opened the door for Mercy students to volunteer with nonprofits, schools and 
assisted-living communities throughout the Bay Area such as the Boys & Girls Club 
and Gatepath, an organization empowering people with disabilities. 
 
Peter also facilitates immersion trips to serve low-income families, at-risk youth and 
immigrant farm workers. Several times a year, students can also share in fellowship 
with the retired Sisters of Mercy and can take part in Urban Plunge, an overnight 
service experience in San Francisco’s core. Back at Mercy, Peter organizes a series of 
speakers throughout the year to connect his students with those working on social 
justice issues in their community and beyond, including sex trafficking and immigrant 
rights. 
 
“I am so grateful to FST that after I was able to pay all my bills, I started 
giving back,” Peter said. “It is a practice I maintain to this day. And I encourage all 
who are able to give back whatever you can so that FST can continue to do the good 
work.” 
 



“Who knows, giving back can help a lay person like me spread the good word,” he 

added. 


