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I hear every day of FST making a difference in the world. FST students, staff, faculty and

its graduates are rising up in creative and heroic ways to face the challenges that Covid

19 has thrown at our world. Rather than being overcome by these challenges, we see

faith in action.

Despite the challenges of spring, FST accomplished many of its goals. The 2019-2020

academic year saw enrollment grow from 29 FTEs to 34 FTEs, putting us closer to our

goal of 65 FTEs. Our faculty also worked hard to gain accreditation from both of our

accreditors for our M.A. in Theology. It is now fully accredited, and we are working hard

to start a new fully-online MTS program. Lastly, we hit our development goal for last year

and set an aggressive goal for this upcoming year.

Our staff here at FST have been tremendously active this year. Our new website

launched in April. We worked hard to offer livestreamed Mass for our FST community.

This is part of a larger process of building up content from FST on our YouTube channel:

FST EDU1. We will continue offering these lectures to reach out to more and more of

the Franciscan family. 

While we live in a time of great social tension and unrest, FST can take strength from its

commitment to peace and reconciliation. The pro-social virtues of cooperating,

donating, helping, sharing, and volunteering that come naturally to our FST family allow

us to persevere in these tough times. We meet antisocial challenges that are both man-

made and the result of the pandemic with perseverance, kindness, and gratitude.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

We certainly have experienced an unprecedented year. We

started our first semester on the campus of the University

of San Diego in September 2019, but who could have

imagined 2020 in December 2019! We were forced to move

all of our classes and activities online, we were forced to

move all of our offices home. As challenging as this has

been, I am happy to report that we have made great efforts

to meet these challenges and have been able to advance

our Franciscan mission in the most challenging of times. 

Fr. Garrett Galvin, OFM

PRESIDENT/RECTOR
FRANCISCAN SCHOOL OF TEHOLOGY



OUR NEW HOME

In June 2019, the Franciscan School of

Theology moved to San Diego onto

Diocesan property. In addition to the use

of land, the relationship with the Diocese

of San Diego led to FST's commitment to

meet Seminarian’s educational needs.

Given FST's new location, the

relationship with the University of San

Diego was also strengthened.
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In Fall 2019, FST welcomed 17 new

students. An incoming group of this

size had not been seen for almost

four years. In addition to that, FST

welcomed 6 new students for Spring

2020. The 2019-2020 academic

year increased Full-time equivalency

(FTE) from 29 to 34 students.

In an effort to increase awareness of

the move to San Diego, FST worked with

a local marketing agency. This led to a

website redesign, new collateral for

recruitment and development, and a

new digital marketing campaign. These

efforts resulted in nearly 600% more

traffic for the website and a 2200%

greater reach on Facebook.



OUR NEW HOME

FRANCISCAN SCHOOL OF
THEOLOGY

2019-2020

Following the change of leadership in

December, FST's President focused on 

filling various roles in FST's administrative

offices. In January, an Executive

Assistant to the President was brought

on and a Development Coordinator was

hired in March 2020 in an effort to

strengthen the Development department.

Another major accomplishment for

this year was the WASC accreditation

for FST's  Masters of Arts in Theology.

While already accredited by the

Association of Theological Schools,

WASC accreditation was granted in

May 2020.

In March of 2020, FST responded to the

COVID-19 Pandemic. All classes moved online

and faculty/staff began to work remotely.

Despite the challenges with Covid-19, FST

continued to deliver on its mission. New

outreach efforts include a virtual lecture

series focused on Franciscan mission and

moving to an online summer school program.

These efforts will continue expanding to

reach more of the Franciscan family.



STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS

29
Men

33
Women

46% White

40 % Hispanic/Latino

2 % Multi-Racial

10% Asian

2 % Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander
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THE FST EXPERIENCE

“It was eye-opening to be surrounded by all the diversity

(at FST). Between the faculty, staff and students, there

was this fraternity, there was a community. And where

else can you experience a community-like feeling in a

world that is so polarized?” 

Sam Nasada, OFM - MDiv Fall 2016

"I feel incredibly blessed by the role FST has taken in my

formation. The Franciscan Tradition lends itself very well to

the kind of pastoral work I will be doing in parishes and in other

forms of ministry. The community at FST has also been very

welcoming and supportive of the diocesan seminarians and

our vocational journeys, for which I am immensely grateful."

Matthew Vasquez - Current MDiv Student

FRANCISCAN SCHOOL OF
THEOLOGY

2019-2020

"Seeing life through the theological and spiritual lens of the

Franciscan tradition, opens the heart and mind to a lens of

love, beauty and goodness that fills one with awe and

gratitude. This seeing is a tremendous impetus for

incarnating the love, beauty, and goodness of Christ in the

world through our lives." 

Audrey Anaradian - MDiv Spring 2019

"The great thing about this theological program is that you are

being intellectually as well as spiritually formed and that's

very exciting to me. A connection with our creator is

something that may be lacking in some people's lives and

certainly to come here and learn more about that creator and

the creation that we are all apart of, I think is very valuable

and needed in our world today."

Lynda MacFarland - Current MTS Student



GROWTH INTO THE FUTURE

FST has and will continue to respond to

the ongoing changes to the educational

environment. The school has continued

its efforts to reach out to the health

care community and veterans. Research

for programs for veterans is currently

underway. A continuing education

course for health care workers is

scheduled for October. 

A financial commitment from the Province of

St. Barbara has allowed FST to enter in an

MOU with USD to begin work on an online MTS

program. The program will help FST reach its

goal of 65 FTEs by the end of 2023.

Simultaneously, FST is working on

establishing the Franciscan Journey Institute

(FJI) for Franciscan friars in formation. The FJI

will consist of two three-week summer

sessions developed and offered by FST.
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FST plans to continue building on the

virtual lectures from spring and grow

the following on YouTube. Searches

for an Assistant Vice-President of

Enrollment and a Director of

Development are planned for summer.

FST is committed to executing

significant changes to meet the

needs of the school's future.
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